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WITSA Secretary-General Appointed to NETmundial Inaugural Coordination Council 

 

Fairfax, Virginia: Following a series of open dialogues and consultations across all sectors of the 

global community, the NETmundial Initiative on December 23, 2014 appointed WITSA 

Secretary-General Dr. Jim Poisant as a member of its Inaugural Coordination Council. The 

Inaugural Coordination Council will help facilitate global support for the NETmundial 

Initiative, such as promoting the multistakeholder Internet governance model, and attracting 

ideas, individuals, organizations, and funding in order to enable interested parties to become 

engaged. 

 

"I am extremely pleased that Dr. Poisant was selected as one of only five private sector members on 

this Inaugural Coordination Council", stated WITSA Chairman Santiago Gutierrez. "Dr. Poisant will play 

a central role over the next 18 months as the Inaugural Coordination Council develops the NETmundial 

Initiative, including finalizing the Initiative's terms-of-reference (ToR)", continued Mr. Gutierrez.  

 

The first formal meeting of the Inaugural Coordination Council will be held on March 31, 2015 in 

Costa Rica. The first three months of 2015 will be a period of broad engagement across the global 

community. 

 

The NETmundial Initiative is a plan for international governance of the Internet that was first proposed at 

the Global Multistakeholder Meeting on the Future of Internet Governance (GMMFIG) conference (23–

24 April 2014) and later developed into the NETmundial Initiative by ICANN CEO Fadi Chehade along 

with representatives of the World Economic Forum (WEF) and the Brazilian Internet Steering 

Committee, commonly referred to as "CGI.br". About 850 government officials, academics, campaigners 

and technical experts attended the GMMFIG conference. 

 

See WITSA's March 2, 2014 submission to NETmundial at http://witsa.org/witsa-wp-site/wp-

content/uploads/2013/10/NETmundial_Submission_by_WITSA.pdf 

 

For detailed information about the members and tasks of the NETmundial Inaugural 

Coordination Council, see https://www.netmundial.org/blog/secretariat/netmundial-initiative-

announces-formation-its-inaugural-coordination-council-and 
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The World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) is the leading recognized 

international voice of the global ICT industry, whose members from over 80 countries and economies 

represent more than 90 percent of the world ICT market.  WITSA is dedicated to advocating policies that 

advance industry growth and development; facilitating international trade and investment in ICT products 

and services; strengthening WITSA’s national industry associations; and providing members with a broad 

network of professional contacts.  

 

WITSA hosts the World Congress on Information Technology (WCIT), the premier global industry 

sponsored ICT conference.  

 

WITSA members are leaders in a globally interconnected marketplace. Because the challenges facing the 

ICT industry are undisputedly global in nature, WITSA members work together to achieve a shared vision 

on important issues of common interest. WITSA makes it possible for its members — ranging from 

Mongolia and Argentina to Kenya and the United States — to identify common issues and priorities, 

exchange valuable information, and present a united position on industry issues. 

For more information on WITSA, please visit www.witsa.org 


