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Anders Halvorsen
From: Anders HalvorsenSent: Sunday, September 4, 2016 2:30 AMTo: Omar Mansoor Ansari (Gmail) (omar.m.ansari@gmail.com); CasaTIC (Iris Palma) (iris.palma@casatic.org.sv); Tarek Taha; UITE (Hayk Chobanyan) (hayk.chobanyan@uite.org); CANIETI (Carlos Funes Garay) (cfunes@softtek.com); CISA (Yvonne Chiu); NASSCOM (Mr R Chandrashekhar) (rc@nasscom.in);  (raul.colcher@questera.com); Silvia Bidart; Santiago Gutierrez; Raul Colcher (raul.colcher@assespro.org.br); Flo Seriki (floseriki@hotmail.com); Boris Komrakov (bk@islc.org); techUK (Julian David) (Julian.David@techUK.org); Omar Mansoor Ansari (oansari@technation.af); ChileTec - ChileTec (luis@imaginelab.cl); ALETI (Silvia Bidart2); HKITF (Francis Fong); ITAN (President); Roger Latchman; Nizar Zakka (ijma3); Nizar Zakka (PCA); Nizar Zakka; Waudo Siganga (Travel); NASSCOM (president@nasscom.in); PIKOM (David Wong) (david.wong@sntglobal.com); John Kyle (john@gateway.bm); ALETI (ªSilvia Bidart); JISA (Kawauchi@jisa.or.jp); Waudo Siganga (info@cskonline.org); BCS (Mr. Md. Sabur Khan); Yannis Sirros; AMETIC (Antonio Cimorra) (acimorra@ametic.es); JISA (Mr. Hidemi Yamamoto); JISA (Junko Kawauchi); Tim Conway (tim.conway@c-metrics.com); Vasile Baltac; FKII (Mr. Woo Keon Park) (tdsi2020@fkii.org)Cc: Cathryn Rainey; Anders Halvorsen; FKII (Jongnam An); Jim Poisant; James M. Lewis Esq (JLewis@reesbroome.com); Casey Kim (kck@fkii.org); Susan Salen (SSalen@reesbroome.com); HKITF (Erwin Huang) (erwin@hkitf.org.hk); FKII (Jongnam An)Subject: WITSA Eminent Person's Award request (respond by Sept. 6th) Attachments: Dr BILL MAGEE EMINENT PERSONS NOMINEE.DOCX; Miguel Ângelo Laporta Nicolelis.docx
Importance: High

September 03, 2016  TO:         WITSA Board of Directors FR:          Dr. Jim Poisant, Secretary General RE:          WITSA Eminent Person's Award request (respond by Sept. 6th)  ____________________________________________________________  Dear Colleagues,  As most of you are aware, WITSA established its highest award called WITSA’s Eminent Persons Award in 2010.  Since establishing the award, its recipients have been Dr Nelson Mandela, Dr Mike Lazaratis, Dr Vint Cerf, Dr. Robert Khan, Dr John O’Sullivan & Dr Percival.  The intent of the Award is to recognize individuals who have made or continue to make significant contributions to mankind.  These contributions are not necessarily ICT related. 
At our Awards Ceremony in Brasilia on October 4th, we plan to bestow this award to two additional persons who have made significant contributions to humanity: 

 Dr. William Magee, Jr., CEO and Co-Founder of Operation Smile and 
 Dr. Miguel Ângelo Laporta Nicolelis, M.D., P.hD 
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Dr. William Magee, Jr., CEO and Co-Founder of Operation Smile, has dedicated the past 32 years to helping improve the health and lives of children and young adults around the world. As a leading plastic and craniofacial surgeon, Dr. Magee has trained thousands of physicians worldwide, delivered hundreds of keynote speeches for corporate and national meetings, holds honorary doctorates from many prominent universities, and has appeared in numerous national publications, documentaries and news shows. Under Dr. Magee’s leadership, Operation Smile has grown to be the largest volunteer-based organization providing free cleft surgeries in the world with over 5,400 volunteers. Operation Smile has provided over 220,000 free surgeries for children and young adults born with cleft lips, cleft palates, and other facial deformities in over 60 countries since 1982. In his home state of Norfolk, VA, Dr. Magee maintains a private practice and is Co-Director of The Institute for Craniofacial and Plastic Surgery in the Children’s Hospital of The King’s Daughters. See the attached bio for further information or go to: http://www.tribecadisruptiveinnovationawards.com/dr-bill-magee-operation-smile/#sthash.zYvAlGI2.dpuf  Dr. Miguel Ângelo Laporta Nicolelis, M.D., Ph.D., is a Brazilian scientist and physician, best known for his pioneering work in "reading monkey thought". He and his colleagues at Duke University implanted electrode arrays into a monkey's brain that were able to detect the monkey's motor intent and thus able to control reaching and grasping movements performed by a robotic arm This was possible by decoding signals of hundreds of neurons recorded in volitional areas of the cerebral cortex while the monkey played with a hand-held joystick to move a shape in a video game. These signals were sent to the robot arm, which then mimicked the monkey's movements and thus controlled the game. After a while the monkey realized that thinking about moving the shape was enough and it no longer needed to move the joystick. So it let go of the joystick and controlled the game purely through thought. A system in which brain signals directly control an artificial actuator is commonly referred to as brain-machine interface or brain-computer interface. On January 15, 2008, Dr. Nicolelis' lab saw a monkey implanted with a new BCI successfully control a robot walking on a treadmill in Kyoto, Japan. The monkey could see the robot, named CB, on a screen in front of him, and was rewarded for walking in sync with the robot (which was under the control of the monkey). After an hour the monkey's treadmill was turned off, but he was able to continue to direct the robot to walk normally for another few minutes, indicating that a part of the brain not sufficient to induce a motor response in the monkey had become dedicated to controlling the robot, as if it were an extension of itself. For further information, please see the attached bio.  With Board approval, WITSA will grant these awards in Brasilia on October 4th. If you have any objections to the granting of this award to Dr Sullivan, please let me know NLT September 6, 2016.  If we do not hear from you by this date, we will assume that you approve this request.   Assuming the request is approved, the award will read:  

 Eminent Persons Award Awarded to  Dr. William P. Magee, Jr.  Improving the Health and Lives of children and young adults around the world Presented in Brasilia 2016 ------------------------------------------------------ 

 Eminent Persons Award Awarded to 
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 Miguel Ângelo Laporta Nicolelis  For his Pioneering Work in Neuroscience in the Digital Age Presented in Brasilia 2016  Thank you for your kind attention.  Best Regards, Jim  Dr. James H. Poisant Secretary General 
World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) "Fulfilling the Promise of the Digital Age" 
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