
2017 WITSA Global ICT Excellence Awards 
Nomination Form 

 
AWARD CATEGORIES: 
Awards will be given to individuals, academics, businesses, NGOs, government branches etc., on 
the basis of particular programs, web sites, strategies of ICT / Internet deployment; i.e. the 
awards will not be political but technical, honoring use and implementation of technology in 
accordance with the criteria described below (i.e. a government per se will not be a “winner”, 
but one of its integrated web sites or services may be). The winners may not necessarily 
represent the most advanced technology solutions, but should be excellent examples of ICT 
deployment which have made a difference for the community of interest (whether providing 
public services, boosting profits or advancing connectivity): 
 
Please note that nominees will be judged on the basis of the following criteria and weighting: 

Judging Criteria Weighting 

Global Impact/Potential 40% 

Market Potential 20% 

Innovative Features and Functionalities 20% 

Feasibility of Implementation 20% 

 
 

1. PUBLIC SECTOR ICT EXCELLENCE AWARD  
Government entities and non-profit organizations are eligible to be nominated in the Public 
Sector Excellence category. 
 
Criteria for Government authorities: To be nominated, a government entity must, in its delivery 
of services within or outside the entity, use information and communications technology to 1) 
improve a national or local government's effectiveness in meeting the needs of its citizens; 2) 
save time and money in government operations by eliminating inefficient practices and 
processes; and/or 3) improve access to or the quality of services, communication and 
information within government.   In addition, the project implemented by the nominee must meet 
at least one of the following criteria: use ICT to improve the common good, either at the local, 
national or global level (measuring the social benefit); demonstrate efficient use of current 
technology; highlight the benefits of latest advances; run pilot projects evaluating the potential 
of new innovative means of communication and information distribution. 
 
Criteria for Non-profit organizations: To be nominated, non-profit organizations must utilize 
information and communications technology to achieve the organization's goals, as well to 
improve the common good through programs with significant social benefits.  Examples of such 
programs include: medical groups that facilitate remotely assisted surgery via Internet, 
deployment of informative databases or other technologies that increase citizen participation in 



communities of interest - uses that bring aid, comfort, information, support or services to target 
community groups. 

 

 

YOUR NOMINEE(S):  

 

Internet Watch Foundation 
 
REASONS FOR NOMINATION (please justify why you think your candidate is qualified):  
 

The Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) is a non-profit organisation. They work globally to 
make the internet safer. They help victims of child sexual abuse worldwide by identifying 
and removing online images and videos of their abuse. And they offer a place for the 
public to report these images anonymously.  

 

The demand for child sexual abuse content on the internet is real. At IWF they see large 
volumes (nearly 60,000 URLs/year) of images of predominantly pre-pubescent children 
(53% aged 10 and younger in 2016) which are either freely-available or sold on the 
internet.  

 

The children in these horrific pictures and videos are real. Knowing their suffering has 
been captured and shared online can haunt a victim for life. Eliminating these images is 
our vision. 

 

IWF are global experts at tackling child sexual abuse images on the internet, wherever 
they’re hosted in the world. They offer a safe and anonymous place for anyone to 
report these images and videos. 

 

Through the support of their Members, who are international internet companies, their 
collaboration with 51 hotlines in 45 countries, and law enforcement partners globally, 
they excel in finding and removing these images. 

 

Internet companies are being asked to demonstrate their leadership by creating a 
safer online world. IWF Members fund their work and use their unique tools to make sure 
their networks are safe. By working hand in hand with IWF, they make it harder for 



criminals to share, host, and sell images of children being sexually abused. They show 
the world how they do the right thing. 

 

World-leading tools 
In 2016, IWF made its Image Hash List service available to all their members in the 
internet industry. This is a list of unique digital fingerprints of child sexual abuse images. 
IWF’s Members use them to identify online images so they can be removed, and to stop 
them being unloaded, shared and stored. 

 

The IWF Image Hash list currently contains digital fingerprints of over 200,000 unique 
images with hundreds being added daily. 

 

For the children in the images, the IWF Image Hash List offers real hope of eliminating 
the images for good. 

 

Changing the world for the better 
IWF gives countries and people around the world, who don’t have a hotline like IWF, a 
way to report online child sexual abuse imagery. To do this, they’re providing countries 
with a local, customised IWF Portal. This provides a safe and anonymous way to send 
reports directly to their analysts in the UK. They then assess the reports and take action 
to have the content removed. 

 

In addition to the UK Hotline, they’ve set up portals in 18 countries including Namibia, 
India, Uganda, Bermuda and the British Virgin Islands. As well as setting up a portal, they 
also bring together police, governments, child protection organisations and other key 
people in these countries to raise awareness of reporting child sexual abuse images. 

 

Self-regulation 
IWF is an independent self-regulatory body. Their self-regulatory partnership approach 
means that their Members from the internet industry voluntarily block and remove 
access to child sexual abuse material using the services provided by us. This model is 
widely recognised as a good practice in combating the abuse of technology for the 
dissemination of criminal content. 



 
 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION: Please send any supporting information to the address 
above, including information from candidate (i.e. excerpt from program description, web site 
print-out, press release, etc.) 
 
 

Links to further information 
 

1. https://www.iwf.org.uk/what-we-do/why-we-exist  

2. https://www.iwf.org.uk/become-a-member/join-us/what-our-members-say  

3. https://www.iwf.org.uk/what-we-do/why-we-exist/what-others-say 

4. https://www.iwf.org.uk/news/tech-breakthrough-announced-on-20th-

anniversary-of-iwfs-first-child-sexual-abuse-imagery  

 


