
2017 WITSA Global ICT Excellence Awards 
Nomination Form 

 

AWARD CATEGORIES: 

Awards will be given to individuals, academics, businesses, NGOs, government branches etc., on 

the basis of particular programs, web sites, strategies of ICT / Internet deployment; i.e. the 

awards will not be political but technical, honoring use and implementation of technology in 

accordance with the criteria described below (i.e. a government per se will not be a “winner”, but 

one of its integrated web sites or services may be). The winners may not necessarily represent 

the most advanced technology solutions, but should be excellent examples of ICT deployment 

which have made a difference for the community of interest (whether providing public services, 

boosting profits or advancing connectivity): 

 

Please note that nominees will be judged on the basis of the following criteria and weighting: 

Judging Criteria Weighting 

Global Impact/Potential 40% 

Market Potential 20% 

Innovative Features and Functionalities 20% 

Feasibility of Implementation 20% 

 
 

1. PUBLIC SECTOR ICT EXCELLENCE AWARD  
Government entities and non-profit organizations are eligible to be nominated in the Public 

Sector Excellence category. 

 

Criteria for Government authorities: To be nominated, a government entity must, in its delivery 

of services within or outside the entity, use information and communications technology to 1) 

improve a national or local government's effectiveness in meeting the needs of its citizens; 2) 

save time and money in government operations by eliminating inefficient practices and 

processes; and/or 3) improve access to or the quality of services, communication and 

information within government.   In addition, the project implemented by the nominee must 

meet at least one of the following criteria: use ICT to improve the common good, either at the 

local, national or global level (measuring the social benefit); demonstrate efficient use of current 

technology; highlight the benefits of latest advances; run pilot projects evaluating the potential 

of new innovative means of communication and information distribution. 

 

Criteria for Non-profit organizations: To be nominated, non-profit organizations must utilize 

information and communications technology to achieve the organization's goals, as well to 

improve the common good through programs with significant social benefits.  Examples of such 

programs include: medical groups that facilitate remotely assisted surgery via Internet, 

deployment of informative databases or other technologies that increase citizen participation in 



communities of interest - uses that bring aid, comfort, information, support or services to target 

community groups. 
 

 

YOUR NOMINEE(S):  

 
 

REASONS FOR NOMINATION (please justify why you think your candidate is qualified):  

 

 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: Please send any supporting information to the address 

above, including information from candidate (i.e. excerpt from program description, web site 

print-out, press release, etc.) 

 

 

2. PRIVATE SECTOR ICT EXCELLENCE AWARD  
All for-profit, high-end information technology users are eligible for this award.   This award 

honors the innovative uses of information technology that directly increase a business' ability to 

meet its objectives, improve its competitiveness or better serve its customer needs.  A for-profit 

user of ICT that creates an advantage in the design, development, manufacturing, marketing 

and/or distribution of products and services would be competitive for this award. 

 

YOUR NOMINEE(S):  

 

 

REASONS FOR NOMINATION (please justify why you think your candidate is qualified):  

 
 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: Please send any supporting information to the address 

above, including information from candidate (i.e. excerpt from program description, web site 

print-out, press release, etc.) 

 

 

3. DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY AWARD 
Individuals, academic institutions, corporations, NGOs or government authorities that have 

made a remarkable and successful effort at providing digital opportunities to those in need are 

eligible for this award.  Nominees must help facilitate the deployment of information and 

communications technology and use of the internet among inner city populations, or in towns, 

rural areas or cities in developing and least-developed countries in order to be considered for 

this award.  WITSA member associations have autonomy in nominating and selecting the most 

qualified candidates in their respective country or region.  In order to nominate a candidate, the 

WITSA member association must demonstrate the effectiveness of the program; approximate 

the number of people benefiting from the program; describe the degree of intensiveness of the 

program; and evaluate the level of innovation used in achieving the program’s goals. 

 

 



YOUR NOMINEE(S):  

-SECRETARIA DE COMUNICACIONES Y TRANSPORTES-SCT OF MEXICO 

(Secretariat of Communications and Transportation-SCT) 

 

 

REASONS FOR NOMINATION (please justify why you think your candidate is qualified):  

 

The SCT has had the leadership to implement several of the provisions and projects of the 

Mexican sweeping Reforms on Telecommunications and Broadcasting. One of its key projects is 

the “SHARED WHOLESALE NETWORK” (Red Compartida Mayorista-RCM). This has been 

one of the most complex undertakings in the Mexican Telecommunications history and certainly 

the largest single investment amounting to $7-$10 billion USD in a 5 year timeframe.  

 

The objectives of this project are: 

 

 To provide broadband connectivity on a nationwide scale, including population sectors 

that are not currently connected. The target is to provide coverage to 92% of the 

population by 1Q24, approximately 125 million inhabitants.  

 Provide the best quality network to the maximum population possible in Mexico. It is a 

wireless LTE network, using the 700 MHz radio frequency band, with advanced MIMO, 

Higher Order Modulation and with SON platform, low latency 

 Improve productivity  

 Promote development of applications  

 Reduce CAPEX disbursements  of Service Providers 

 Allow current operators to reduce its costs and incent participation of new players and 

wider competition 
 

This project has several unique characteristics: 

 

 It is funded through a PPP, where the Mexican Government provided  90MHz in the 

700MHz radio frequency spectrum and a consortium of domestic and foreign investors 

brought in the required equity - $7 billion USD initially up to $10 billion in the next five 

years 

 Diversified group of private investors: Morgan Stanley, China-Mexico Fund, Pensions 

Fund from Quebec, IFC (World Bank), a Mexican trust fund, Multitel and two Mexican 

Service providers. This is a rich mix of strategic, financial, multilateral institutions and 

local industrial partners and investors. 

 Its business model is a wholesale carrier that will only sell to Service Providers like: 

Mobile Network Operators, CATV providers, MVNOs, Fintech Companies, specialized 

network providers, i.e. security 

 By offering a wide national coverage network to other Service Providers, it promotes 

CAPEX resources efficient use in the Telecom sector 

 The project has mandatory yearly quotas for coverage of towns smaller than 10k 

inhabitants  

 This is a pioneer business model that provides “Network as a Service” on a wholesale 

basis. Its approach is innovative and it will promote innovation of apps and other kind of 



platforms when used by Telecom players that will be capable to reach markets on finer 

segmentation and effectiveness. 

 

The project is currently in its implementation phase and its first target to meet by PPP contract 

requirement is to cover 30% of the population by March 2018. The CAPEX requirements are 

supported by a suitable equity already in place in the PPP. 

 

The project will help to increase coverage of broadband provisioning with forceful requirements 

for rural coverage, established on a yearly basis up to the year 2024 with a mandatory target of at 

least 92.2% population coverage. Will promote participation from more players in the market, 

will bring more and better services to the population and will contribute to make services prices 

further affordable by all sectors of the population. 

 

There is no parallel model in the World and the great challenge is to make it financially self 

sustained with the limitation to be a wholesale player only. 

The market potential will follow the path of the wireless networks coverage, which as long it is 

financially viable from attractive customers, to support mandatory coverage of rural 

communities, where ROI is not atractive, then the market potential is indeed significant. 
 

 

Replicability 

 

The name of the venture is Altan Networks and its investors are already assessing specific cases 

for bringing the business model to other geographies in addition to Mexico. If successful in 

Mexico, it has a great chance to become successful in other geographies. 
 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: Please send any supporting information to the address 

above, including information from candidate (i.e. excerpt from program description, web site 

print-out, press release, etc.) 

 

-PPP Altán Networks: http://altanredes.com/en/propuesta/ 

 

-Shared Wholesale Network (Red Compartida): http://www.sct.gob.mx/red-compartida/index-

eng.html 

 

-SCT (Nominee for the Digital Opportunity Award):  https://www.gob.mx/sct 
 

 

4. SUSTAINABLE GROWTH AWARD 
Individuals, academic institutions, corporations, NGOs or government authorities that have 

made a remarkable and successful effort at using ICTs as a tool to promote sustainable 

economic growth. Sustainable economic growth shall be defined as the ability to improve our 

financial and social wellbeing without compromising the prosperity or wellbeing of future 

generations; a sustainable economy is therefore one in which economic growth is decoupled 

from environmental impacts. The three key challenges are climate change, resource degradation 

and pollution.  At the heart of all three is energy efficiency and the role that ICTs may have. 

http://altanredes.com/en/propuesta/
http://www.sct.gob.mx/red-compartida/index-eng.html
http://www.sct.gob.mx/red-compartida/index-eng.html
https://www.gob.mx/sct


 

YOUR NOMINEE(S):  
 

 

REASONS FOR NOMINATION (please justify why you think your candidate is qualified):  
 

 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: Please send any supporting information to the address 

above, including information from candidate (i.e. excerpt from program description, web site 

print-out, press release, etc.) 

 

5. MOBILE EXCELLENCE AWARD 
This Award will recognize innovators, leaders, change agents and trend-setters spanning the 

global mobile ecosystem from lifestyle to technology and entertainment. In a world of new 

technology and innovations, this award will take into consideration the successful application of 

mobile technology in areas of humanitarianism, health, mobile social awareness and justice, 

freedom of expression, sustainable growth, business and commerce, effective delivery of public 

services and transparency. 

 

YOUR NOMINEE(S):  
 

 

REASONS FOR NOMINATION (please justify why you think your candidate is qualified):  
 

 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: Please send any supporting information to the address 

above, including information from candidate (i.e. excerpt from program description, web site 

print-out, press release, etc.) 

 

6. INNOVATIVE eHEALTH SOLUTIONS AWARD 
Award Criteria- This Award recognizes Individuals, healthcare institutions, academic 

institutions, corporations, NGOs or governments that have made remarkable and successful 

efforts at utilizing ICTs as a tool to promote health and health care such as telehealth, mHealth 

(mobile health), eHealth or through eLearning, electronic health records, big data, legal 

frameworks, or social media. Solutions utilized may range from provision of information to keep 

citizens healthy, to support for public health in communities, care and support systems in health 

facilities, and from all the above the data needed to inform management and policy-makers. 

 

YOUR NOMINEE(S):  
 

 

REASONS FOR NOMINATION (please justify why you think your candidate is qualified):  
 

 



SUPPORTING INFORMATION: Please send any supporting information to the address 

above, including information from candidate (i.e. excerpt from program description, web site 

print-out, press release, etc.) 

 

 

7. WITSA’s Emerging Digital Solutions (WEDS) Award 

The Emerging Digital Solutions winners are selected for their proven and scalable innovative 

digital solutions capable of transforming the wellbeing, prosperity, connectivity or productivity 

of others around the world.  

 

Several solution providers will be invited to showcase their products or services at the 2017 

World Congress on IT in Taipei, Taiwan. One single Winner will be voted on by the WEDS 

winners and will be presented with the Global ICT Excellence Award.  

 

This award will take into consideration the successful application of ICT in such areas as 

humanitarianism, health, social awareness and justice, rule of law, sustainable growth, business 

and commerce, health care, education, as well as the effective delivery of public services and 

transparency. 

 

SEE SEPARATE WEDS NOMINATION FORM 


