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AWARD CATEGORIES: 
Awards will be given to individuals, academics, businesses, NGOs, government branches etc., on 
the basis of particular programs, web sites, strategies of ICT / Internet deployment; i.e. the 
awards will not be political but technical, honoring use and implementation of technology in 
accordance with the criteria described below (i.e. a government per se will not be a “winner”, but 
one of its integrated web sites or services may be). The winners may not necessarily represent 
the most advanced technology solutions, but should be excellent examples of ICT deployment 
which have made a difference for the community of interest (whether providing public services, 
boosting profits or advancing connectivity): 
 
Please note that nominees will be judged on the basis of the following criteria and weighting: 
 

Judging Criteria  Weighting 
Global Impact/Potential 30% 
Scalability  30% 
Innovative Features and Functionalities 10% 
Proven Solution 30% 

 
 

8. Digital Inclusion Award 
 
In order for the Digital Age to fulfill its promise, it must consider the unique challenges faced by 
diverse populations. This includes people with disabilities and others who face longstanding 
barriers to social inclusion. Digital Inclusion is defined as the “ability of individuals and groups 
to access and use information and communication technologies (ICTs). Digital inclusion 
encompasses not only access to the Internet but also the availability of hardware and software; 
relevant content and services; and training for the digital literacy skills required for effective use 
of ICTs.”1 
 
This award recognizes solutions enabling accessibility for those individuals who have 
traditionally not benefited from ICT. This award also seeks innovative solutions that create 
meaningful employment through ICT for those who have traditionally been underrepresented in 
the labor force. Of particular interest to WITSA are applications that embed inclusion and 
accessibility in the original design as opposed to retrofitting existing applications. 
 
YOUR NOMINEE(S): BROADBAND NETWORK DEVELOPMENT IN WHITE 
RURAL AREAS OF GREECE 
 
 
REASONS FOR NOMINATION (please justify why you think your candidate is qualified):  
 

                                                 
1 https://www.imls.gov/assets/1/AssetManager/BuildingDigitalCommunities_Framework.pdf 



The proposed project intends to close the ‘broadband gap’ between remote/ most 
disadvantageous ‘traditional white’ rural areas of Greece and the rest of the country, where 
broadband services are already being offered. 
The project targets traditional broadband “White” Rural Areas. More specifically these areas 
share the following special characteristics: a) Mountainous or insular, b) Remote, c) 
Disadvantageous. 
The “eligible” “White” rural areas consist of 5.077 remote and dispersed residential departments 
(discrete villages/settlements) all over Greece, with a population of 525.287 residents. The 
overall project’s implementation area has been divided in three discrete geographical lots, each 
one comprising a specific number of residential departments, as described in the table and the 
figure below.  

(Lot) Prefectures Residents Villages / Settlements 

1 19 170.884 1.188 

2 15 185.043 1.864 

3 17 169.360 2.025 
  525.287 5.077 

 
In areas with no adequate infrastructure, such as in the targeted areas, increased spending on new 
telecom infrastructure is expected to boost productivity and employment potential of the local 
economy. Development and adoption of advanced broadband services will also assist businesses 
and public administrations in becoming more efficient.  
Expanding broadband networks to rural areas leads to new opportunities for non-agricultural 
employment, better-paying agricultural jobs and greater overall productivity. Access to 
broadband also fosters small-business growth, allows citizens in remote areas to work from 
home, provides greater access to crop market prices and enables rural businesses to compete 
more effectively in world markets.  
The social impacts on local industry will be clearly positive: will improve the standard of living 
of their residents, will create new businesses, new agricultural holdings, new employment 
positions, will improve health services (e-health), governmental services (e-government), will 
increase educational possibilities (e-learning), support tourism development and so on.  
Along with its direct and positive impact on GDP, research has repeatedly shown that increased 
broadband penetration leads to significant job growth. The current economic crisis that Greece 
faces nowadays is a basic parameter that makes this intervention in rural areas crucial for their 
inhabitants. The only way to definitely confront crisis is to implement the appropriate 
investments that create new jobs and contribute to the growth of economic activity.  
 Another serious social impact is the struggle against the urbanization trend. Since urbanization 
is one of the most powerful forces affecting modern economies, as the rural population rapidly 
moves into urban centers in search of employment and an overall better standard of living, 
broadband can ease the damaging effects of urbanization in several ways: 
• Gives citizens in rural and remote areas new job opportunities, including the ability to work 
from home, which reduces travel time, traffic congestion and air pollution. 
• Reduces urban desire. Affordable broadband access can improve the economies of rural areas, 
driving up incomes, improving lifestyles, and reducing the need and desire to move to cities. 



• Improves skills and education. Broadband access increases educational opportunities in rural 
areas and supports development of ICT skills. This preparation enables rural citizens to work 
from home or find better employment in urban areas, reducing the strain on social services. 
• Improve urban life. In conjunction with other technologies, broadband can facilitate 
decentralized work environments that improve productivity while also reducing energy demands, 
noise pollution, vehicle emissions and other forms of pollution.  
 
 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION: Please send any supporting information to the address 
above, including information from candidate (i.e. excerpt from program description, web site 
print-out, press release, etc.) 
 
Please find attached  

 Descriptive Document, Brief presentation, Informative Photo Gallery [PDF File] 
 Informative Video [AVI File] 

 


