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Main WITSA Participants 
Ms Yvonne Chiu, Chairman 
Dr. Jim Poisant, Secretary General 
 

April 1, 2019 Meeting with the International Organization on Migration (IOM)  
IOM Participants: 
1. Marietta Ssevume-Muwanga   – Director, Division on ICT 
2. Marina Manke – Head, Labor Mobility and Human Development Division 
3. Deepali Fernandes- Senior Specialist Migration and Economic Development, Labour 

Mobility and Human Development Division 
4. Lindsay Michels – Global Partnerships Officer, Department of Donor Relations 
5. Juan - Department of Donor Relations 
6. Simon Brombeiss– Policy Specialist, Office of the Director General 

 
Results of meeting:  Officials from the IOM explained the many challenges they were 
facing as they related to mass migration of populations escaping violence, repression and 
war.  Everything from cultural differences, living conditions, health problems, food, 
water, weather, language differences and crime was discussed.   
The IOM recognizes the important role that ICT plays in their mission.  One example is 
record keeping (or lack of).  Having no records of people makes the job of assessing 
medical, personal, and family conditions nearly impossible.  
WITSA offered the IOM an opportunity to sign an MOU, similar to those WITSA singed 
with other UN agencies, (UNCTAD and ITU).   
Dr. Poisant followed up with a sample MOU from the ITU and invited the IOM to work 
with the ITU to include WITSA in the future when issues of ICT came up. 
WITSA is awaiting response from the IOM.   
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 



 
April 2nd-The World Economic Forum (WEF) 
 Both Chairman Chiu and SG Poisant met with Derek O’Halloran and a team of ICT 
related executives for the WEF at the WEF Headquarters located on Lake Geneva. 
Derek O’Halloran is responsible for content development with the World Economic 
Forum’s IT Industry Partnerships community. In this role, he leads the Forum’s projects 
which aim to advance our understanding of the transformative impact of technology on 
multiple socio-economic domains as well as the emergent systemic risks in our 
increasingly networked and connected world. Prior to working with the Forum, Derek 
worked within the industry in a number of roles across the Far East, the United States and 
Europe, serving both private- and public-sector clients. Derek holds an MPA in 
International Finance and Economic Policy from the School of International and Public 
Affairs at Columbia University and an MA Hons in Philosophy from the University of 
Edinburgh. He is currently a Global Leadership Fellow at the Forum. 
 
Results of Meeting:  This particular meeting was important for several reasons; 
however, the main reason was for WITSA to be introduced to Derek O’Halloran because 
he replaced WITSA main contact within the WEF.  In order for WITSA to remain in 
close contact with the WEF we need a champion within the WEF.  
We had a very fruitful discussion on number to global issues.  We left the meeting with a 
positive commitment for our organizations to continue to work together.  We mentioned 
that we would invite Derek to participate in the WCIT 2019 in Armenia.  This was 
completed.  
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
April 2nd- Both Chairman Chiu and SG Poisant met the Honorable Frances Lisson, 
Ambassador to the World Trade Organization.  Ambassador Frances Lisson chairs 
the Ecommerce negotiations.  WITSA encouraged the Ambassador to continue to 
support trade agreements that allowed for the free flow of information and the increase of 
ICT around the globe.   The meeting was very well received by the ambassador.  
 
Results of Meeting:  WITSA is hopeful that ICT products and services will continue to 
receive favorable consideration in the area of global trade. Negotiations are still in going 
on between the WTO member states. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



April 3rd- The United Nations Conference on Trade a& Development (UNCTAD) 
WITSA conducted a main session at the United Nations Conference on Trade & 
Development (UNCTAD) on the subject of Globalization.  This event was well attended. 

 
Participants: 
Moderator 
Dr. Jim Poisant, WITSA Secretary General  

1. Ms. Lee Tuthill Counsellor (Telecom, ICT & E-commerce) Trade in Services and 
Investment Div. WTO 

2. Alexander Mora Chairman, CEO and GM EVICERTIA / TecApro 
3. Mr. Daniel Crosby Partner King & Spalding 
4.  Mr. Patrice Chazerand Director for Digital Trade and Taxation DIGITALEUROPE 
5. Mr. Giles Derrington, Associate Director | Policy, techUK 
6. Tilmann Kupfer,Vice President, Trade & International Affairs, BT Group plc 
7. Christine Bliss, President, US Coalition of Service Industries 

Background: WITSA’s goal for this session was to provide the delegates with a 
comprehensive understanding of globalization and knowledge as to how its benefits 
outweigh its drawbacks.  In addition, it was our hope that we would emerge with a set of 
recommendations for government, industry and other stakeholders that foster the 
continued growth of equitable globalization. 
When we reference Globalization today, we must add the words nationalism and 
protectionism as both are expanding thought-out the world.  Globalization is being 
attacked like never before.  
To quote Klaus Schwab, the founder of the World Economic Forum: “Rather than closing 
off economies through protectionism and nationalistic politics, we must forge a new 
social compact between citizens and their leaders so that everyone feels secure enough at 
home to remain open to the world at large. Failing that, the ongoing disintegration of our 
social fabric could ultimately lead for the collapse of democracy.” 
WITSA joins the many organizations, governments, industries and individuals who think 
that Globalization works for the greater good for our global society.  We chose to view 
Globalization in positive terms in that it promotes economic growth, creates jobs, 
increases competition, lowers prices and increases choice for consumers.  
It also provides countries with foreign capital and technology, and therefore the 
opportunity to develop economically. By spreading prosperity, conditions for peace 
democracy and human rights have also improved through globalization.  

 
Not everyone, however, agrees with the benefits of Globalization.  
• Some worry that globalization leads to the destruction of local cultures; while others 

point out that societies tend to absorb some aspects of other cultures without giving 
up their own.  Ironically, modern technology is often used to preserve and 
communicate traditional beliefs and customs.   

• Some political leaders fear open communications and exposure to different cultures 
threaten their power base.  They are right. 



• The UN development program estimates that the most affluent 20% of the world’s 
population now consumes 86% of the world’s resources while the poorest are left 
with only 14%.  

• Anti-globalist often argue that globalization has contributed to human trafficking as 
well as prisoners and children being forced to work in human conditions of the 
purpose of producing cheap products. 

 
 

While anti-globalization forces are not new nor necessarily ICT specific, the recent 
mushrooming of nativist populist leaders, including in certain key markets, are now 
engaging in dangerous rhetoric and implementing destructive policies that go well 
beyond discussions over protectionism or even past concerns over labour and 
environmental standards, and which -if unchecked- will have long-term detrimental 
implications on e-commerce and for our current, rules-based international order as well 
as for the future and prosperity of our children and future generations. 

 
Results of Meeting:  This workshop was significant for WITSA for a number of 
reasons: 

1.  This was the first time WITSA received this level of recognition 
 from UNCTAD at its premier annual conference. 

2.  WITSA provided a significant contribution on a new global stage to a 
very important subject-Globalization. 

3. WITSA was introduced to a number of key individuals and organization 
as a key player in the ICT space.  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 April 4th-The International Telecommunications Union (ITU) 
 
 Background-WITSA has enjoyed a close working relationship with the  

ITU for a number of years.  Both organizations have a signed MOU  
which ties us together in a number of areas to include annual event  
and cross marketing which benefits both organizations.  
On April 4th WITSA met with key member of the ITU to explore how both 
organizations can strengthen collaboration. It was agreed that both organizations 
are into long term thinking… very promising for such a collaboration. 
We discussed our continued partnership with WITSA on ITU Telecom World 
SMEs programme. As a result of our partnership Dr. Poisant was invited to be on 
the Jury for ITU TELECOM Awards program.  
WITSA agreed to support the ITU’s SME programme among its member 
associations under 2019-year theme “Innovating together: connectivity that 
matters.” WITSA also agreed to invite speaker from the ITU to be on the WCIT 
2019 world Congress in Yerevan, Armenia. 

 
END OF REPORT 

 


