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July 22, 2019
 
TO:         WITSA Board of Directors
FR:          Dr. Jim Poisant, Secretary General

RE:          [FOR APPROVAL] WITSA 2019 Eminent Person's Award request (respond by august 5th)
_______________________________________________________________________________
 
Dear Colleagues,
 
As you may be aware, WITSA established its highest award called WITSA’s Eminent Persons Award in
2010.  The award recognizes those individuals who have made a significant and profound positive
difference in the lives of others.  Since establishing the award in 2010, its recipients have included Dr
Nelson Mandela, Dr Mike Lazaratis, Dr Vint Cerf, Dr. Robert Khan, Dr John O’Sullivan & Dr Percival, as well
as Dr. Miguel Ângelo Laporta Nicolelis, a scientist best known for his pioneering work in "reading monkey
thought", and Dr. William Magee, Jr., CEO and Co-Founder of Operation Smile, who has dedicated the
past 32 years to helping improve the health and lives of children and young adults around the world.  The
intent of the Award is to recognize individuals who have made or continue to make significant
contributions to mankind.  These contributions are not necessarily ICT related

At our Awards Ceremony in Yerevan at WCIT 2019 in October, we plan to bestow this award to
the following person who has made significant contributions to the Armenian ICT industry,
education and humanity:

Mr. Karen Vardanyan, Executive Director of the Union of Advanced Technology Enterprises of
Armenia (UATE)

Mr. Karen Vardanyan is being nominated for the Eminent Persons Award to acknowledge his life-long
service to the development of the Armenian ICT/high tech sector, absolute dedication and commitment
to championing the design, introduction and scaling up of “Armath” engineering laboratories in Armenia,
as well as his personal pledge to replicate this successful model in other countries facing developmental
challenges and aspiring to achieve better livelihoods via the utilization of breakthrough educational
technologies. Mr. Karen Vardanyan is an ICT/high-tech policy and strategy sector influencer with more
than 30 years of professional experience of working in the different key capacities (including Government
and the biggest sectorial business association) at the forefront of design and consultations with
stakeholders of national policies aimed at advancement of innovation policies and strategies in the
Republic of Armenia.

mailto:ahalvorsen@witsa.org
mailto:Kawauchi@jisa.or.jp
mailto:yvonne21tlc@mail.cisanet.org.tw
mailto:raul.colcher@questera.com
mailto:sgutierrez@witsa.org
mailto:raul.colcher@assespro.org.br
mailto:raul.colcher@assespro.org.br
mailto:bk@islc.org
mailto:Julian.David@techUK.org
mailto:santiago_gutierrez@mac.com
mailto:francis.fong@hkitf.org.hk
mailto:president@itan.org.ng
mailto:john@gateway.bm
mailto:john@gateway.bm
mailto:ysirros@sepe.gr
mailto:acimorra@ametic.es
mailto:vasile.baltac@gmail.com
mailto:shivendra@nasscom.in
mailto:shivendra@nasscom.in
mailto:Tarek@witsa.org
mailto:sseah2005@gmail.com
mailto:anibalc@unitech.com.ar
mailto:presidente@cessi.org.ar
mailto:info@can.org.np
mailto:tdsi2020@fkii.org
mailto:tdsi2020@fkii.org
mailto:adeniyitayo@gmail.com
mailto:Yvonne@witsa.org
mailto:marthadorrisdci@gmail.com
mailto:marthadorrisdci@gmail.com
mailto:alex@ucom.am
mailto:jan@bangla.net
mailto:nphkc@yahoo.com
mailto:sean.seah@pikom.org.my
mailto:sean.seah@pikom.org.my
mailto:sean.seah@pikom.org.my
mailto:ivy@mail.cisanet.org.tw
mailto:mathifesieh@gmail.com
mailto:ahalvorsen@witsa.org
mailto:grant@Fkii.org
mailto:info@hkitf.org
mailto:jpoisant@witsa.org
mailto:SSalen@reesbroome.com
mailto:flyboeing787@gmail.com
mailto:irene.leung@hkitf.org.hk
mailto:irene.leung@hkitf.org.hk
mailto:michelle.kwong@hkitf.org.hk
mailto:molly@witsa.org
mailto:alicia@witsa.org



 
One of the most important and successful initiatives promoting the technological advancement of
Armenia was initiated by Mr. Vardanyan: The establishment of “Armath” engineering club-laboratories
within the public-school system of Armenia. This initiative helped about 7000 children improve the
quality of their education, social status, socio-economic situation and lives of their families especially in
rural areas. Strengthening technical education, this program will enhance Armenia’s reputation
internationally as being a knowledge-based country. At Armath Engineering Laboratories, kids aged 10-18
are introduced to science, technology, engineering, and math education through interactive after-school
classes, exciting competitions, innovative camps and more. To-be engineers are given the opportunity to
design, build, test, and improve their own creations in a safe and fun environment, while making new
friends and creating startups. With significant support of the Government of Armenia, the number of
schools hosting “Armath” Engineering Laboratories will be doubled by the end of the year, thus servicing
approximately 20,000 adolescents and achieving half-way benchmark to have such laboratory in each and
every school of Armenia (by the end of 2020). 
 
For further information, see the detailed UATE nomination at:
https://witsa.org/awards/2019/2019_WITSA_Eminent_Persons_Award_Nomination_Karen_Vardanyan.pdf
 
With Board approval, WITSA will grant this award in Yerevan in October. If you have any objections to the
granting of this award to Dr Sullivan, please let me know NLT August 5, 2019.  If we do not hear from
you by this date, we will assume that you approve this request.   
 
Thank you for your kind attention.
 
Best Regards,
Jim
 
Dr. James H. Poisant
Secretary General

World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA)
"Fulfilling the Promise of the Digital Age"
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