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Dear friends,
The reasons that made me pursue this endeavor?
For me WITSA is part of my family. For the last 20 years
I have been an active Board Member of WITSA since 2002, including 6
years as a Vice-Chairman for Europe and the last 2 years as a Deputy
Chairman with a strong experience in the digital technology industry.
So the future of WITSA as well as the new worldwide fundamental role of
the technology industry is something, I have always took personal
concern in.

WCIT 2004, Athens - Greece, from left to right: Yannis Sirros - Director
General SEPE & WITSA Board Member, George Newstrom -
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During these unpreceded times that we are all experiencing, the pandemic of COVID-19
has affected global and local economies, and societies all over the world. It has challenged
and changed drastically the way we work, move, socialize, think, and live.
There is no doubt that the current crisis of the pandemic has brought in the global
forefront the necessity of digitization in every sector of the economy, in every aspect of
our life.
I believe we can do so much more. For our future, for our homelands, for the technology’s
role in the global economy, for each and every one of us. This can only be achieved if we
join our forces and synthesize our views and strategies.

WITSA Public Policy & Steering Committee Meetings 2006, Athens - Greece,
from left to right: David Olive - Public Policy Chairman WITSA, Yannis
Sirros - Director General SEPE & WITSA Board Member, Viviane Reding -
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The time is now to set
digital technology as a
leading industry globally.
It is time to seize the
opportunity and make this
vision a reality

WITSA Chairman candidate

Position digital technology and
economy as the new strategic pillar
for bringing growth and driving the
new production model worldwide.
WITSA must become the leading
industry's voice, trying to breach
gaps, identify areas of cooperation
and promote win-win partnerships

WITSA should become a
global digital
ambassador and
accelerator - introducing
a new digital future

In my view, this can be accomplished by implementing a 4-pillar strategy for WITSA

digital technology expo 2008, Athens - Greece, from left to right: Yannis
Sirros - Director General SEPE & WITSA Board Member, Gerhard Fritz
Kurt Schröder - ex. Chancellor of Germany, Pantelis Tzortzakis President SEPE

1st Pillar: Recognition of WITSA
•

Strengthen its outreach to globally recognized institutions, i.e. UN, ITU, UNSTAD, World

•

Upgrade WITSA’s positioning in the global technology sector. I have started a dialogue with

•
•
•
•

Economic Forum, World Bank, ASOCIO, DIGITALEUROPE, ALETI, etc.

DIGITALEUROPE and the European Commission, that I have already worked with in the past,
building strong win-win relations in developing a strong common digital agenda and optimizing our
cooperation with these organizations. This is what I believe we must pursue across all continents in
Asia, America, Oceania, and Africa.

Enhance WITSA's advisory role in the development of technology-related international
public policy in order to Fulfill the Promise of the Digital Age.
Create and/ or participate in global platforms or Committees.
Promote and drive awareness of competitive advantage of the digital technology
industry (and beyond) in developing diversity and inclusivity programs.
Promote greater international economic cooperation by supporting multilateral win-win
trade agreements.

e-Skills for Jobs 2014 Grand Event, Hellenic Presidency of the Council of the
EU, Athens - Greece, from left to right: John Higgins - Director General
DIGITALEUROPE, Yannis Sirros - Director General SEPE & WITSA Vice
Chairman Europe, Minister of Development Notis Mitarakis

2nd Pillar: Public Policy
•

Set digital technology as a leading industry both for economic growth and for society's
prosperity.

•

Form viable realistic proposals and practices for overcoming obstacles that prevent

•
•

Improve the quality of digital skills and leadership in the workforce.

•

Promote and enhance women's role in digital technology industry and digital economy.

people, governments, international organizations, and non-governmental organizations from
realizing the benefits of technology and its evolvement.

Drive innovation all around the world, through joined programs in current technology
issues (AI, Innovation, Robotics, BI, Security, Privacy, Data Protection, Smart Cities, etc.).

WCIT 2016, Brasilia - Brazil, from left to right: Vint Cerf - Co-father of
the Internet, Yannis Sirros - Director General SEPE & WITSA Vice Chairman
Europe

3rd Pillar: Value for our Members
•
•
•
•
•
•

Become the leading global industry's voice, trying to bridge gaps, identify areas of
cooperation and promote win-win partnerships among our members, via organized and
tactical procedures.

Promote the value of digital technology industry, as a leading pylon for economic
growth and social prosperity. Utilize the importance of digital SMEs to the global economy and
society, enabling other industries to increase their competitiveness by utilizing the unique power of
digital solutions & tools.

Attract new members and enhance its partnerships and cooperation with corporations,
globally recognized organizations, and institutions.

Promote strong Regional initiatives on generating business opportunities for WITSA
members.
Share best practices/ case studies from WITSA members that could benefit all of us.
Increase active membership and involvement of the Deputy chair, Treasurer, Regional
Vice-Chairs, Standing Committees Chairs and all the Members of the Alliance.

WCIT 2016, Brasilia - Brazil, WITSA Global ICT Excellence Awards ceremony

4th Pillar: Financial Stability
•
•
•
•
•

Retain existing members and build an active community.
Grow membership to include relevant and robust members to extend reach worldwide.
Regain past members, addressing their reasons for departing and overcoming them.
Improve WITSA's operational efficiency in financial and organizational capabilities.
Develop new revenue streams: Seek and secure Education and Digital Skills Programs, Revamp
Global Partnership Program, Relaunch Advisory Council Corporate Members Programs, Establish
the Business Excellence Certification Program, Pursue Hybrid WCIT events.

Representation of the European Commission in Greece 2017, from left to
right: Yannis Sirros - Director General SEPE & WITSA Vice Chairman Europe,

Andrus Ansip - Vice President of the European Commission &
European Commissioner for the Digital Single Market
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about me
I am the Executive Director of SEPE - the Federation of Hellenic ICT Enterprises since September 2001.

WITSA: Deputy Chairman since October 2018, Vice Chairman Europe (EU and EEA) (2012-2018), Board
Member (2001-2020)
EITO: Member of the Task Force of the European IT Observatory (EITO) since May 2012
DIGITALEUROPE: Executive Board Member since May 2019, Executive Board Member (2012-2017)
• I started my career 28 years ago at Control Data Inc in Greece and since then have worked and
cooperated with multinational and local technology enterprises for more than 25 years.
• Held positions as an IT Advisor for key Ministries (Finance, Interior and Public Administration, Defence,
Health and Welfare and Ministry of Transport and Communications)
• I was also a member of the organizing committee, responsible for drawing up the Operational
Programme for the Information Society in Greece, an EU - funded project (€2.8B) as well as
participated, as a member of the Expert Committee, in the evaluation of proposals within the EU 5th
RTD Framework Programme.

digital economy forum 2018, Athens - Greece, from left to right: Prime

Minister Alexis Tsipras, Yvonne Chiu - WITSA Chairperson,
Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl - Director General DIGITALEUROPE,
Yannis Sirros - Director General SEPE & WITSA Vice Chairman Europe
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Effectiveness, synthesis, experience

Proved that I know how to bring results, through the synthesis of proposals that will take
us all one step further.
Result - oriented, self-motivated, with solid organizational skills, analytical and strategic
thinking, valued contribution in various projects promoting digital technology industry’s
role and footprint both in a local and international level. (WCIT 2004 in Athens Greece,
digital economy forums 2010, 2016, 2018, 2019, e-Skills for Jobs Grand Event 2014).
Vision, cooperation, added value

Bring value into strengthening WITSA’s leverage in the global scene as well as into
promoting cooperation among our members.
Capitalizing on extensive experience on international relations & policies to achieve
greater alliances and strengthen WITSA’s footprint is a major commitment for me, a task I
intent to dedicate a lot of time for, by meeting and convincing key opinion leaders and
officials of technology industry’s added value and importance.

WITSA Public Policy & Steering Committee Meetings 2018, Yerevan - Armenia
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We all must work closely together to increase WITSA's reach and capabilities.
Everyone’s ideas and proposals are crucial and vital if we are to succeed and strengthen
our role.
I am committed to dedicate my time, experience, efforts, business and personal relations
to realize WITSA's true potential, bringing added value to each and everyone's local
organization and market.

Cooperation with each and
everyone of you

Commitment to listen
and work hard for you

digital economy forum 2019, Athens - Greece, from left to right: Prime

Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Minister of State & Minister of
Digital Governance Kyriakos Pierrakakis, Yannis Sirros - Director
General SEPE Director General SEPE & WITSA Deputy Chairman
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Our industry's dream is not something we will never achieve.
Our Dream is what we have not achieved yet!

Let’s “build a new digital world” all together

It will be an honor to have your support in this journey and
It will be a privilege working with you and for you,
to make WITSA a global digital ambassador and accelerator

