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WITSA Calls for Partnerships with Governments to Connect
the World
Fairfax, VA: The World Information Technology and Services (WITSA) today published a
statement of policy entitled “The Role of Government in Connecting the World - an Industry
Perceptive”. The paper makes the case that, in a Digitally driven world economy, the need to
fully join the Digital Age is no longer just a smart thing to do, -it is required for a nations’ future.
It is up to governments, in partnership with industry and other stakeholders to shape e-commerce
and the digital economy by adopting rules that favor the adoption of ICTs and economic growth.
In many developing countries, this is an enormous challenge that will involve reforming existing
policies, laws and regulations in many areas.
“The pandemic has highlighted the glaring need to bridge the digital divide, both within and
across countries, given the crucial role the digital economy has played during the crisis”, said
WITSA Chairman Yannis Sirros. “The COVID-19 crisis presents a unique opportunity to
improve the lives and livelihoods of citizens. Governments, the private sector, international
organizations and citizens must take up the challenge of increasing digitalization and dare to
make a difference” continued Mr. Sirros. “The moment is now!”
“Unfortunately, the digital economy is still relatively unchartered territory in many emerging
countries around the world, and policies and regulations are failing to keep pace with the everaccelerating digital transformations taking place”, said WITSA Secretary General Dr. Jim
Poisant. “It is imperative that government leaders, in cooperation and partnership with the
private sector embraces and employees the use of Digital technologies”, continued Dr. Poisant.
“ICT must be at the core all of decision made by government leaders.”
The full statement can be found on the WITSA web site at the following link:
https://witsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/WITSA-The-Role-of-Government-in-Connectingthe-World-Report-2021.pdf
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The World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) is the leading recognized
international voice of the global ICT industry, whose members from over 80 countries and
economies represent more than 90 percent of the world ICT market. WITSA is dedicated to
advocating policies that advance industry growth and development; facilitating international trade
and investment in ICT products and services; strengthening WITSA’s national industry
associations; and providing members with a broad network of professional contacts.
WITSA members are leaders in a globally interconnected marketplace. Because the challenges
facing the ICT industry are undisputedly global in nature, WITSA members work together to
achieve a shared vision on important issues of common interest. WITSA makes it possible for its
members - ranging from Mongolia and Argentina to Kenya and the United States - to identify
common issues and priorities, exchange valuable information, and present a united position on
industry issues. For more information on WITSA, please visit https://witsa.org/.

