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Highlights: 

The negotiations have stepped up considerably in intensity and commitment of time by delegations, 

partly due to the positive MC12 result. The new format is as follows: 

● 3-5 day rounds, in September (week of 12th), October (week of 24th) and November (week of 

28th) with December TBC; 

● They will open and end with plenaries to take stock of progress. At the opening, of work done 

intercessionally between the last round and the opening of the round, and at the end for the 

work done in the round itself. 

● In-between, small groups will meet at least twice per group to progress at the textual level. 

● The co-conveners are actively encouraging capital-based delegates to make the trip to Geneva 

for each round. Several delegations reaffirmed that continuing to have hybrid meetings was 

essential - the co-conveners have said they will do this. 

Teh two proponents of the de minimis proposal have withdrawn it given it has not attracted any other 

support. 

A new small group, for stocktaking, has been created. It will address various proposals over time, 

currently it is looking horizontally at the proposals in Focus Group A (all the trade facilitation chapters) 

given they are being worked on in separate small groups and not all subjects have yet been the object of 

active negotiations. 

The co-conveners continue to urge proponents to drop proposals which have not gained traction. A 

developing country continues to resist this, saying it is seeking developing countries to join the JSI and 

cosponsor relevant proposals (as it has been saying for months, without success) and that ensuring a 

development dimension is important enough to retain minority proposals that are development 

focused.  

The proponent presented a new text (as a room document, not a formal contribution) for "Single 

windows data exchange and system interoperability" (6) and "Unique Consignment Reference Numbers" 

(3) of section A.2, "Digital trade facilitation and logistics",  of the consolidated negotiating text to take 

account of comments of other Members, merging the two together at the same time as revising both.  

Nigeria’s support for the moratorium extension was full-throated once again - including content in the 

scope (which surprised pretty much everyone when they first mooted this during the MC12 negotiations 

on the moratorium). Several states reiterated the call for this to become permanent as part of this 

agreement. 

The two proponents of a proposal on competition have said they hope to propose a revision to 

Members in September. 

Switzerland and the co-conveners reminded everyone of their joint announcement of the Digital 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ecom_e/jiecomcapbuild_e.htm


Advisory and Trade Assistance (DATA) Fund. Behind the scenes delegates have been unable to get much 

detail on this from the cosponsors; the impression is that the project is not fully defined yet. 

More technical information sessions on issues negotiators face, initially begun in the cybersecurity small 

group, are being organised, with a session on cryptography held 22nd July. There is expected to be 

another, on telecommunications and the digital divide, in September. 

Small Groups: 

Electronic Transaction Frameworks:  

The text is very close to finalised, though the ambition has been reduced to best endeavours language. 

One delegation is blocking progress on paragraph 3 as it stands (which would bring the latest UNCITRAL 

agreement, on electronic transferable records, into the agreement, something that industry strongly 

favours).  

e-Invoicing: 

The text was very close to completion - work before the July meeting narrowed differences considerably 

- until a major economy tabled an entirely different proposal; progress will have to temporarily stop 

while discussions decide on what to do with this very different text - behind the scenes Members are 

asking that member to please withdraw it on the basis that it verges on operating in bad faith. 

Customs Duties Moratorium: 

The text has been boiled down to three alternatives - which is progress, though the underlying 

differences remain. One element of this discipline will be left open to address how it fits within the legal 

architecture of the ultimate end agreement. 

Cybersecurity: 

Thanks in large part to the technical session on risk based approaches, progress is good though plenty of 

brackets remain. At particular issue now is how to characterise standards (paragraph 3) The text no 

longer suggests risk-based approaches are preferable, while concerns remain on the meaning of 

‘international frameworks’ and whether to include a reference to cybercrime (most oppose this on the 

basis trade is the wrong forum for it). 

Privacy: 

This group has had an initial discussion simply to allow proponents to introduce their proposals, and to 

look at the least controversial elements (paras 5, 7, and 9). The next session will address the substance 

further, and decide how to work - just on narrowing text amongst existing proposals (which will quickly 

get bogged down due to the EU being unable to change its language on a broad, self judging exception) 

or starting with principles to see if there’s a shared understanding of the objectives of the discipline as a 

whole (around which an agreement could be reached) which might create opportunities for flexibility).  

Telecommunications: 

The group had its initial meeting, which was simply to allow participants (30 and growing) to air views on 

the proposals. Positions put forward followed those heard previously - many sceptical of how to 



reconcile two different reference papers, scepticism and opposition to several elements in their own 

right (especially on licensing (where the EU makes licensing of service providers optional if a Member 

wants to do that), issues around universal service funds, and the scope (basic vs basic and value-added 

telecoms services). 

Stocktake Group: 

The group focused on the room document sent by a member combining two existing proposals. There 

were many different views on it - though all welcomed it and the spirit of compromise. Several said they 

didn’t see these issues as germane to the JSI, given they focus entirely on goods trade facilitation; of 

course the counter-argument is that leveraging digital systems to facilitate trade is very germane to the 

discussion. There is also a concern about overlapping with the TFA, though the proponent’s argument 

that this was TFA+ was acknowledged by many. It is hard to see this proposal moving forward quickly 

given the number of issues with it that still remain. 

 

 

 


