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Anders Halvorsen

From: Anders Halvorsen

Sent: Tuesday, August 2, 2022 11:43 PM

To: Jim Poisant

Subject: [MEMBER BRIEFING]  Progress Made at WTO E-Commerce (JSI) Negotiations

Attachments: JSI Ecommerce report for July 2022 round (LIMITED DISTRO).docx

Importance: High

August 2, 2022 

 

TO:         Members of the World Innovation, Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) 

FR:          Anders Halvorsen, VP Global Public Policy 

RE:          [MEMBER BRIEFING]  Progress Made at WTO E-Commerce (JSI) Negotiations 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

As you will recall, WITSA is actively pursuing its policy objectives at the World Trade Organization (WTO), engaging with 

members on various related initiatives such as urging for the extension of the Moratorium on Customs Duties on 

Electronic Transmissions (see press release below), the continued expansion of the Information Technology Agreement 

(ITA-3 press release), and the successful conclusion of a comprehensive WTO e-commerce agreement (JSI) – WITSA 

paper. Following the successful conclusion of the June 12-17 WTO Ministerial Conference (MC12), The JSI ecommerce 

negotiations have stepped up considerably in intensity and commitment of time by delegations. The new format is as 

follows: 

 

● 3-5 day rounds, in September (week of 12th), October (week of 24th) and November (week of 28th) with 

December TBC; 

● They will open and end with plenaries to take stock of progress. At the opening, of work done intercessionally 

between the last round and the opening of the round, and at the end for the work done in the round itself. 

● In-between, small groups will meet at least twice per group to progress at the textual level. 

● The co-conveners are actively encouraging capital-based delegates to make the trip to Geneva for each round. 

Several delegations reaffirmed that continuing to have hybrid meetings was essential - the co-conveners have 

said they will do this 

 

On making the Customs Duties Moratorium permanent (a key objective of the JSI negotiations), currently three 

alternatives are being discussed. A new small group, for stocktaking, has been created. It will address various proposals 

over time, given they are being worked on in separate small groups and not all subjects have yet been the object of 

active negotiations. In order to speed up negotiations, the co-conveners continue to urge proponents to drop proposals 

which have not gained traction (though some resistance to this has been voiced). 

 

Attached, please see a stocktaking of the recently concluded JSI round, including reported progress on cybersecurity, 

privacy, telecommunications, e-invoicing and electronic transaction frameworks. Please note that this update is for 

member perusal only and not for wide or public distribution. 

 

As always, please let me know if you have any questions if your association is currently engaged in any separate 

initiatives at the WTO. 
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Best regards, 

Anders 

 

Anders Halvorsen 

Vice President, Global Public Policy 

 

World Innovation, Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) 

                 "Fulfilling the Promise of the Digital Age" 

 

 

WITSA  

8300 Boone Boulevard Suite 

450  

Vienna, VA 22182 

United States of America 

 

Tel: +1 571 265-5964 

Mobile: +1 571 265-5964 

Email: ahalvorsen@witsa.org 

URL: www.witsa.org 

 

The contents of this electronic mail are solely intended for the person(s) or organisation to whom it was addressed. 

It may contain privileged and confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient(s), you are not 

permitted to copy, distribute or take any action in reference to its contents. If you have received this electronic 

mail in error please notify the sender and copy the message to webmaster@witsa.org. Thank you. 

 

     

 

---------------------- 

June 17, 2022 

 

TO:         Members of the World Innovation, Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) 

FR:          Anders Halvorsen, VP Global Public Policy 

RE:          WITSA Applauds Extension of WTO’s Moratorium on Customs Duties on Electronic Transmissions 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

Please find attached a press release whereby WITSA applauds the World Trade Organizations decision today at the last 

day of the 12th Ministerial Conference (MC12) to extend the Moratorium on Customs Duties on Electronic 

Transmissions. The press release is also posted on the WITSA website at https://witsa.org/witsa-applauds-extension-of-

wtos-moratorium-on-customs-duties-on-electronic-transmissions/. I am attaching the WTO e-commerce work program 

draft ministerial decision as well. The next plenaries of the JSI (e-commerce negotiations) will be held on July 12 and 14, 

with small group negotiations in between the two. 

 

I would like to thank the many members who supported our joint industry initiative by signing on to the global 

statement on the Moratorium earlier this month, encouraging this extension. As you may recall, the Moratorium has 

been in place since 1998 and allowing the Moratorium to expire would have been a historic setback for the WTO, 

representing an unprecedented termination of a multilateral agreement in place nearly since the WTO’s inception – an 

agreement that has allowed the digital economy to take root and grow. All WTO members have a stake in the 

organization’s continued institutional credibility and resilience, as well as its relevance at a time of unprecedented digital 

transformation. 

 

The Moratorium was extended but with a deadline. The extension runs to the next ministerial conference, which would 

normally be held by the end of 2023, but in any case, will expire on March 31, 2024. 

 

It is noteworthy that, for the first time in a decade, WTO members managed to finalize a trade deal -dubbed the 

“Geneva package”- at the Ministerial. The four-day MC12 was extended by a day as trade ministers negotiated through 

the night at WTO headquarters in Geneva, and negotiations continued till Thursday morning. 
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On WTO reform, members agreed that the organization’s rule book needs updating, although they still disagree on what 

changes are required. Most pressingly, the dispute appeals court remains paralyzed as new adjudicator appointments 

continue to be blocked, which has curbed the WTO's ability to resolve trade disputes. At the Ministerial, members did 

commit to work towards necessary reforms of the WTO to improve its functions in a transparent manner and to address 

the interests of all members. The commitment was to conduct discussions so as to have a fully functioning dispute 

settlement system by 2024. The declaration also highlighted the growing importance of services trade and the need to 

increase the participation of developing countries. 

 

Furthermore, WTO members also recognized global environmental challenges including climate change and related 

natural disasters, loss of biodiversity and pollution. Some experts believe issues about the environment have the 

potential to give the body a new vitality and purpose. 

 

For more information about the WTO Ministerial outcomes, see the WTO press release at https://www.business-

standard.com/article/international/wto-members-reach-historic-trade-deal-at-ministerial-meet-source-

122061601097_1.html. 

 

Best regards, 

Anders 

 

Anders Halvorsen 

Vice President, Global Public Policy 

 

World Innovation, Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) 

                 "Fulfilling the Promise of the Digital Age" 

 

 

WITSA  

8300 Boone Boulevard Suite 

450  

Vienna, VA 22182 

United States of America 

 

Tel: +1 571 265-5964 

Mobile: +1 571 265-5964 

Email: ahalvorsen@witsa.org 

URL: www.witsa.org 

 

The contents of this electronic mail are solely intended for the person(s) or organisation to whom it was addressed. 

It may contain privileged and confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient(s), you are not 

permitted to copy, distribute or take any action in reference to its contents. If you have received this electronic 

mail in error please notify the sender and copy the message to webmaster@witsa.org. Thank you. 

 

     

 

 

June 9, 2022 

 

TO:         Members of the World Information Technology an Services Alliance (WITSA) 

FR:          Anders Halvorsen, VP Global Public Policy 

[RE:        [URGENT] Follow-Up: Global Industry Statement on Moratorium on Customs Duties on Electronic 

Transmissions 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____ 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

I would like to tank all members again who signed on to our December 2021 Global Industry Statement on the WTO 

Moratorium on Customs Duties on Electronic Transmissions, which urged WTO Members to renew the Moratorium until 
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the 13th Ministerial Conference (ref. our December 15, 2021 message below). As you may be aware, WTO is slated to 

hold its 12th Ministerial Conference (MC-12) next week in Geneva, from June 12-15. The moratorium has been in place 

since 1998 but a few countries, including South Africa, India and Indonesia have now launched a separate proposal to lift 

it, citing lost customs revenues. The discussions in Geneva next week will be very important in this regard. 

 

I am attaching the global statement again and urge all WITSA members who did not sign on last December (see 

attached) to do so now. If you agree, please send me your logo urgently. The letter will be presented to the WTO and 

negotiators next week. 

 

It might be helpful to review the recent OECD explainer on the Moratorium, available at 

https://issuu.com/oecd.publishing/docs/moratorium_policy_brief. Most notably, the customs revenue implications of 

the Moratorium are likely to be small and outweighed by important gains from ensuring that electronic transmissions 

remain tariff free. On the basis of existing evidence, there is therefore a strong case for renewing the Moratorium. 

Overall, the fiscal policy case for abandoning the Moratorium on customs duties on electronic commerce does not stand 

up to scrutiny. Moreover, the fiscal policy case is just one part of the equation. There are considerable benefits from 

digitalization for trade across all sectors of the economy and for countries at different levels of development, such as: 

 

• Electronic transmissions reduce trade costs 

• Imposing tariffs is welfare reducing 

• Empirical evidence suggests that the use of foreign business services is key for export competitiveness 

• SMEs that use digital tools such as webpages or the internet for digital deliveries are more likely to become 

exporters 

 

When WTO Members consider whether or not to extend the Moratorium, they should take into consideration the wider 

benefits of the Moratorium and not focus solely on the potential customs revenue implications. Analysis shows that the 

revenue implications of the Moratorium are likely to be small relative to overall government budgets and that its lapse 

would come at the expense of wider gains in the economy, including in terms of consumer welfare and export 

competitiveness. 

 

Best regards, 

Anders 

 

Anders Halvorsen 

Vice President, Global Public Policy 

 

World Innovation, Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) 

                 "Fulfilling the Promise of the Digital Age" 

 

 

WITSA  

8300 Boone Boulevard Suite 

450  

Vienna, VA 22182 

United States of America 

 

Tel: +1 571 265-5964 

Mobile: +1 571 265-5964 

Email: ahalvorsen@witsa.org 

URL: www.witsa.org 

 

The contents of this electronic mail are solely intended for the person(s) or organisation to whom it was addressed. 

It may contain privileged and confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient(s), you are not 

permitted to copy, distribute or take any action in reference to its contents. If you have received this electronic 

mail in error please notify the sender and copy the message to webmaster@witsa.org. Thank you. 

 

     

 

December 15, 2021 
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TO:         Members of the World Information Technology an Services Alliance (WITSA) 

FR:          Anders Halvorsen, VP Global Public Policy 

[RE:        [UPDATE] WTO E-Commerce Negotiations, Industry Statement on WTO Moratorium on Customs Duties on 

Electronic Transmissions 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________ 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

As you may know, WITSA is working closely with our partners in the Digital Trade Network (DTN) to help affect a 

comprehensive and positive outcome at the WTO Geneva-based e-commerce (JSI) negotiations. To that effect, you will 

recall that WITSA published a policy statement in support of digital trade rules for innovation and sustainable trade rules 

(https://witsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/WITSA_Trade_05_May_2021.pdf). 

 

On November 23rd, WITSA joined, through our Digital Trade Network (DTN), a global coalition of industry associations in 

urging members of the World Trade Organization to keep the Internet free of tariffs ahead of the 12th WTO Ministerial 

Conference (MC12). Supported by 73 industry associations active across six continents, the Global Industry Statement 

on the WTO Moratorium on Customs Duties on Electronic Transmissions urges WTO Members to renew the Moratorium 

until the 13th Ministerial Conference. Allowing the Moratorium to expire would be a historic setback for the WTO, 

representing an unprecedented termination of a multilateral agreement in place nearly since the WTO’s inception – an 

agreement that has allowed the digital economy to take root and grow. All WTO members have a stake in the 

organization’s continued institutional credibility and resilience, as well as its relevance at a time of unprecedented digital 

transformation. 

 

Unfortunately, the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference, which had been slated to take place from November 30 to 

December 3, was postponed indefinitely due to outbreak of a particularly transmissible Omicron strain of the COVID-19 

virus, which has led several governments to impose travel restrictions that would have prevented many ministers from 

reaching Geneva. No date has been set for the rescheduling of the Ministerial Conference. This marks the second time 

that the pandemic has forced a postponement of MC12. The meeting was originally due to take place in June 2020 in 

Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. 

 

However, an important statement of the co-conveners on the WTO Joint Statement Initiative on E-commerce (JSI) on 

the progress made in the e-commerce negotiations in 2021 has been released.( 

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news21_e/ji_ecom_minister_statement_e.pdf). Although this was meant to be a 

part of MC12, it is still an important summary of current status. The statement references areas where substantial 

progress has been made to date in the negotiations, including the following eight articles where agreements on 

consolidated texts have either been reached or are near agreement: 

 

1. online consumer protection;  

2. electronic signatures and authentication;  

3. unsolicited commercial electronic messages;  

4. open government data;  

5. electronic contracts; 

6. transparency;  

7. paperless trading; and  

8. open internet access.  

 

The outcomes already achieved in these areas will deliver important benefits including boosting consumer confidence 

and supporting businesses trading online. 

 

In addition, the JSI has seen the consolidation of text proposals in other areas, including on customs duties on electronic 

transmissions (which would offer a permanent solution to the moratorium described above), cross-border data flows, 
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data localization, source code, electronic transactions frameworks, cybersecurity, and electronic invoicing, as well as 

advanced discussions on market access.  

 

With the indefinite postponement of MC12, the JSI will intensify negotiations in these areas from early 2022.  

 

Best regards, 

Anders 

 

Anders Halvorsen 

Vice President, Global Public Policy 

 

World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) 

                 "Fulfilling the Promise of the Digital Age" 

 

 

WITSA  

8300 Boone Boulevard Suite 450  

Vienna, VA 22182 

United States of America 

 

Tel: +1 571 265-5964 

Mobile: +1 571 265-5964 

Email: ahalvorsen@witsa.org 

URL: www.witsa.org 

 

The contents of this electronic mail are solely intended for the person(s) or organisation to whom it was addressed. 

It may contain privileged and confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient(s), you are not 

permitted to copy, distribute or take any action in reference to its contents. If you have received this electronic 

mail in error please notify the sender and copy the message to webmaster@witsa.org. Thank you. 
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