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SPOTLIGHT

From all of us at WITSA, we wish you and your family a wonderful holiday season and a Happy & Healthy
New Year! We look forward to working with each of you in 2022!
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WITSA Celebrates 2021 Global ICT Excellence Award Winners
Winners demonstrated excellence in improving the human condition through digital innovation and public-private partnerships
Dhaka, Bangladesh: On the second day of the 2021 World Congress on IT (WCIT 2021) Dhaka, Bangladesh hybrid event, the
World Innovation, Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) announced that fourteen private and public sector organizations
from four different continents were selected to receive the 2021 WITSA Global ICT Excellence Awards, a special WITSA
Chairman’s Award as well as a WITSA Eminent Persons Award. WITSA is the leading recognized voice of the global digital
technology industry, whose members from over 80 countries and economies represent more than 90% of the world’s ICT
market. The WITSA Awards recognize the entities that made the most significant contributions to mankind in 2021.
Read the Full Press Release Here

WITSA Global Business Exchange (GBX) Open
to All WITSA Members, Free of Charge
The World Innovation, Technology and Services
Alliance's Global Business Exchange (GBX) is now
accepting new registrants. Access to the platform is available
to all WITSA Member's and their respective members, free
of charge. WITSA's GBX is made possible with the support
of The National Tech Association of Malaysia (PIKOM) and
Fusionex International.

At present, there are over 150 businesses from across the globe, on the GBX platform and this number is expected to grow
significantly throughout the first quarter of 2022. The platform offers a host of benefits including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

B2B Matching
Virtual Conference Hosting
Virtual Exhibition Hall
Live Streaming of Webinars
Request for Proposal Corner
Research Repository
Education & Training Center
Global Partners and Products Showroom
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•
•

WITSA Speakers Bureau
Global ICT Excellence Awards Winners Honor Hall
Click Here to Register for GBX Today!

WITSA to Offer Members Complimentary
"OKR Master Bootcamp" on January 14, 2022
The GBX platform aims to offer relevant content and
experiences to all its constituents. We do this through
partners that can provide a unique and relevant experience
that will help our members advance their international
business. GBX’s first experience will be focused on a very
important world class management methodology, offered as
a courtesy by the Assespro Nacional (Brazil) member,
OBr.global, The OKR Master Bootcamp. The OKR Master
Bootcamp will be held on January 14, 2022 from 9am-11am
EST. Please check your email for a complete outline of the
course.
Register for the OKR Bootcamp

WCIT NEWS

WITSA Congratulates WCIT 2021 and Dhaka, Bangladesh on a Successful World Congress
WITSA wishes to extend a heartfelt congratulations to the organizers and staff of the World Congress of Information
Technology (WCIT 2021) on an extraordinary event. WCIT 2021 was held as a hybrid event, November 11-14, 2021.
Learn More about WCIT 2021

WCIT 2022 to be held September 13-15, 2022 in
Penang, Malaysia
The next World Congress on Information Technology
(WCIT 2022) will be held September 13-15, 2022 in Penang,
Malaysia. The theme of the Congress will be "Connecting &
Transforming the World." Speaker updates, early-bird
registration details and sponsor/exhibitor information is
available via the link below.
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Learn More about WCIT 2022

Call for Bids for WCIT 2023
WITSA is requesting that members interested in hosting our pinnacle event, the World Congress on ICT in 2023, submit their
bids as soon as possible. 2023 will mark the 27th anniversary of our flagship event!
First held in 1978, the World Congress on Information and Communications Technology (WCIT) is unique in its global
perspective on ICT issues and its ability to draw users, providers, media and academia from around the world. Global business,
government and academic leaders discuss emerging markets, legal and policy issues, political and economic trends, emerging
technologies, ICT user perspectives and business opportunities in the global marketplace.
Among the featured speakers are internationally recognized leaders from government and industry. A premier global ICT
congress, WCIT brings together more than 2,000 global leaders in business, government and academia from over 80 countries
to impact economic and social development through the exchange of policies, practices, trends and ideas on ICT.
As per WITSA Bylaws, only WITSA members are formally eligible to submit bids to host WITSA's flagship event. However,
other organizations are invited to partner with WITSA members in order to produce high quality bids. In such cases,
organizations must contact the WITSA members directly.
Hosting the Olympics of the ICT Industry will provide you with a unique opportunity to shine a bright spotlight on your
country's leadership and accomplishments in the areas of ICT and digital transformation and on achievements made towards
fulfilling the promise of the digital age to everyone!
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Secretary General Dr. Jim Poisant at +1 703 728-4547 or
jpoisant@witsa.org.
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View Request for Proposal (RFP)

PUBLIC POLICY
December 15, 2021
TO:
Members of the World Innovation, Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA)
FR:
Anders Halvorsen, VP Global Public Policy
[RE:
[UPDATE] WTO E-Commerce Negotiations, Industry Statement on WTO Moratorium on Customs Duties
on Electronic Transmissions
___________________________________________________________________
Dear Colleagues,
As you may know, WITSA is working closely with our partners in the Digital Trade Network (DTN) to help affect a
comprehensive and positive outcome at the WTO Geneva-based e-commerce (JSI) negotiations. To that effect, you will recall
that WITSA published a policy statement in support of digital trade rules for innovation and sustainable trade rules
(https://witsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/WITSA_Trade_05_May_2021.pdf).
On November 23rd, WITSA joined, through our Digital Trade Network (DTN), a global coalition of industry associations in
urging members of the World Trade Organization to keep the Internet free of tariffs ahead of the 12th WTO Ministerial
Conference (MC12). Supported by 73 industry associations active across six continents, the Global Industry Statement on the
WTO Moratorium on Customs Duties on Electronic Transmissions urges WTO Members to renew the Moratorium until the
13th Ministerial Conference. Allowing the Moratorium to expire would be a historic setback for the WTO, representing an
unprecedented termination of a multilateral agreement in place nearly since the WTO’s inception – an agreement that has
allowed the digital economy to take root and grow. All WTO members have a stake in the organization’s continued
institutional credibility and resilience, as well as its relevance at a time of unprecedented digital transformation.
Unfortunately, the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference, which had been slated to take place from November 30 to December 3,
was postponed indefinitely due to outbreak of a particularly transmissible Omicron strain of the COVID-19 virus, which has
led several governments to impose travel restrictions that would have prevented many ministers from reaching Geneva. No
date has been set for the rescheduling of the Ministerial Conference. This marks the second time that the pandemic has forced
a postponement of MC12. The meeting was originally due to take place in June 2020 in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan.
However, an important statement of the co-conveners on the WTO Joint Statement Initiative on E-commerce (JSI) on the
progress made in the e-commerce negotiations in 2021 has been
released.( https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news21_e/ji_ecom_minister_statement_e.pdf). Although this was meant to be
a part of MC12, it is still an important summary of current status. The statement references areas where substantial progress
has been made to date in the negotiations, including the following eight articles where agreements on consolidated texts have
either been reached or are near agreement:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

online consumer protection;
electronic signatures and authentication;
unsolicited commercial electronic messages;
open government data;
electronic contracts;
transparency;
paperless trading; and
open internet access.

The outcomes already achieved in these areas will deliver important benefits including boosting consumer confidence and
supporting businesses trading online.
In addition, the JSI has seen the consolidation of text proposals in other areas, including on customs duties on electronic
transmissions (which would offer a permanent solution to the moratorium described above), cross-border data flows, data
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localization, source code, electronic transactions frameworks, cybersecurity, and electronic invoicing, as well as advanced
discussions on market access.
With the indefinite postponement of MC12, the JSI will intensify negotiations in these areas from early 2022.
Best regards,
Anders Halvorsen
Vice President, Global Public Policy

December 16, 2021
TO:

Members of the World Innovation, Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA)

FR:

Anders Halvorsen, VP Global Public Policy

RE:
[UPDATE] WITSA Signs Global Industry Letter on Draft Data Transfer Assessment Measures from
Cyberspace Administration of China
________________________________________________________________________________
Dear Colleagues,
WITSA on December 1st signed a Global Industry Letter regarding the draft Security Assessment Measures for Cross-border
Data Transfers recently issued by the Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC).
The attached letter underscores the benefits of cross-border data transfers to China’s economy and governmental policy
objectives. The letter also makes several procedural and substantive recommendations to the CAC.
The ability to transfer data securely across transnational digital networks is of central importance to the national policy
objectives of many countries, including China. Data transfers support COVID-19 recovery, digital connectivity,
cybersecurity, fraud prevention, anti-money laundering, and other activities relating to the protection of health, privacy,
security, and regulatory compliance.
To avoid prejudicing these priorities, WITSA and our partners respectfully submit that the draft Data Transfer Assessment
Measures should: (1) not impose greater restrictions on data transfers than necessary; (2) afford equal treatment to Chinese
and foreign enterprises, services, and technologies; and (3) be administered in a uniform, impartial, and reasonable manner
with a view to ensuring non-discriminatory and streamlined approvals.
The letter is in accordance with established WITSA policy principles. For further information, see our Statement of Policy on
Restrictions of the Free Flow of Information Across Nationality/Regional Borders.
The letter is the third in a series of letters that global associations have shared with Chinese authorities in relation to the data
transfer aspects of China’s draft Personal Information Protection Law, China’s draft Data Security Law, and China’s
Cybersecurity Law. The two prior global industry statements can be found here and here.
This has also been posted on The WITSA website.
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Best regards,
Anders Halvorsen
Vice President, Global Public Policy

MEMBER NEWS
CISA Recognizes WITSA Global ICT
Excellence Award Winners
WITSA's member in Taiwan, CISA, organized a networking
luncheon to congratulate the 2021 YOUNG Award,
ASOCIO ICT Award and WITSA ICT Excellence Award
recipients on December 6th at the Hotel Royal-Nikko Taipei.
There were almost 40 guests attending including award
recipients and officials from central government and city
governments.

PIKOM (Malaysia) Appoints Dr. Sean Seah as
New Chairman
The National Tech Association of Malaysia (Pikom) has
appointed Dr. Sean Seah as the new chairman for the 20212022 term effective December 13, 2021. In a statement,
Pikom said Seah takes over from immediate past chairman,
Danny Lee, who has completed his maximum two-year
tenure as chairman. The announcement was made after
Pikom hosted their 35th Annual General Meeting (AGM) via
a virtual platform. Dr. Seah also serves as the Deputy
Chairman of WITSA.

MCIA Honors Global ICT Excellence Award
Winners
WITSA's member in Myanmar, MCIA, held a reception in
December to honor recipients of WITSA Global ICT
Excellence Awards.

PARTNER NEWS
Global Partner Spotlight: Helexpo (Greece)
Earlier this Fall, Helexpro of Greece, and WITSA, signed a
Global Partner Agreement. HELEXPO SA is the national
entity for the organizing of exhibitions, congresses, and
cultural events in Greece. It owns two important
exhibition and congress centres, in Thessaloniki where it
is based, and in Athens.
It organizes more than 20 trade fairs with exclusive
brand names, Thessaloniki International Fair being its
flagship, while at the same time it also operates as an
official advisor to the State on exhibition matters.
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Learn More about Helexpo Here

SECRETARIAT'S CORNER
WITSA Holds Annual Fall Board Meeting
The WITSA Board of Directors met virtually on November 10th, in advance of the WCIT 2021 in Dhaka, to conduct their
annual Fall Board Meeting. Topics included the changing of WITSA's name to "The World Innovation, Technology & Services
Alliance, expansion WITSA's Global Business Exchange (GBX), the WCIT 2022 to be held in Penang, Malaysia and the
Global ICT Excellence Awards. The WITSA Board also approved unanimously, the appointment of two replacement Board
Members: Mr. Paul Fervoy (CAMTIC, Costa Rica) and Mr. Yutaka Sasaki (JISA, Japan). The WITSA Board will meet next
on March 23, 2022.

WITSA Secretariat & Chairman's Highlight Report
In the last edition of WITSA News, we explored WITSA's relationship with United Nations International Organization for
Migration. This edition, we take a look at WITSA's relationship with two other United Nation's organizations: the UN Global
Compact and the UN Global Alliance for ICT and Development (GAID).
You can read more about these relationships on pages 17 of the report.
Read the Full Report Here

The World Information Technology & Services Alliance (WITSA)
8300 Boone Boulevard, Suite 450
Vienna, Virginia, USA
If you wish to stop receiving email from us, you can simply remove yourself by visiting: http://witsa.siteym.com/members/EmailOptPreferences.aspx?id=60830565&e=ahalvorsen@witsa.org&h=4429328b0a9602cf2ea188f8ab8243680480a543
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